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THE VISION OF ASBURY 
 

To Form Disciples of Jesus Christ Who 
Empowered by The Holy Spirit, 

Love Boldly, Serve Joyfully, and Lead 
Courageously in Local Communities and 

Worldwide Connections. 
 

THE MISSION OF ASBURY 
 

To Inspire People of  all Generations to  
Love, Learn, and Lead Through  

Worship, Education, and Service. 
 

THE ASBURY MOTTO 
 

No Matter Where You Are on Life’s 
Journey, You Are Welcome Here! 

Hello Asbury Family, 
 

Sunday, September 21, is our national “Back to Church” Sunday, and we are so excited! 

This is a wonderful opportunity to invite your family and friends to a service designed to 

reach them. This summer, we have many new families in our midst who have joined us in 

worship, and those who are searching for a spiritual home in Watertown. 
 

While we encourage you to bring guests throughout the year, there are certain times 

when people have church “on their minds”, and we try to reach out to them and make  

the church open and inviting. Some are obvious times, such as Christmas and Easter. 

However, we have also found that as children are returning to school and families are 

looking toward schedules and routines, one of the things that often comes to mind 

(especially if they have school-age children) is getting involved in a church with strong 

Children and Youth Ministries. 
 

According to an article in Christianity Today, more than 67% of Americans say that they 

would be open to attending church if they received a personal invitation from a friend, 

family member, co-worker, or neighbor. That is 2/3 of the unchurched people you know 

who would be open to attending church with you on a Sunday morning - all you have to 

do is ask. 
 

We are created to be in fellowship and community, and we desire to reach out and  

encourage people to become a part of the fellowship of believers in Jesus Christ. The 

early church was built by people who invited their friends and family to come and hear  

the Good News…and we have the opportunity to do that today. 
 

“Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread 

in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and  

enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those 

who were being saved.”  (Acts 2: 46-47) 

 

I look forward to seeing you in worship on Sunday! 
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THE VISION OF ASBURY 

 

To Form Disciples of Jesus Christ 

Who, Empowered by The Holy Spirit, 

Love Boldly, Serve Joyfully, and Lead  

Courageously in Local Communities 

and Worldwide Connections. 
 

THE MISSION OF ASBURY 
 

To Inspire People of All Generations  

to Love, Learn, and Lead  

Through Worship,  

Education, and Service. 
 

THE ASBURY MOTTO 
 

No Matter Where You Are on Life’s 

Journey, You Are Welcome Here! 

The September 2025 BEACON is sponsored by Bruce and Lorraine Irwin. 

Our newsletter is a very important tool in helping us to  

communicate with and keep our Asbury family connected! 

Thank you Bruce and Lorraine for being our “BEACON ANGELS” for September. 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK  
 

submitted by Max Bovee 
 

 

September 7:  1 Corinthians 6:2  “The Lord’s people will judge  
                                                           the world.” 
 

September 14:  1 Corinthians 16:14  “Do everything in love.” 
 

September 21:  Galatians 3:26  “In Christ Jesus you are all  
                                                       children of God through faith.” 
 

September 28:  Ephesians 5:9  “The fruit of the light consists in  
                                                      all goodness, righteousness, and truth.” 
 
October 5:  Phillipians 1:3  “I thank God every time I remember you.” 

“Noah ” 
Asbury United 

Methodist Church 

Our upcoming bus trip to Lancaster, PA to see the Sight 

& Sound Theater production of "Noah" is Sept. 17&18.  

In addition to some places to shop a little, people have  

a choice of visiting a railroad museum or spending time 

at Family Farm Quilts and Fabrics or the Farmer's Market 

and Artisan Village shops at the Bird-In-Hand Inn where 

we will be staying.   

Salt of the Earth Mission: Walk on 
Water 2025 was an incredible weekend 
of connecting youth from across the 
Conference in mission service and to 
other mission opportunities through 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission, 
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee 
on Relief), and General Board of Global 
Ministries. Here are the kids in front  
of Asbury UMC. Asbury hosted their 
closing worship.   



This past month, I moved from one 

apartment to a smaller, second floor 

apartment. As is usually the case  

with a move or big change in my life,  

I became overwhelmed and anxiety 

began to set in.  Then I looked out  

my bedroom window and took in the 

beauty in front of me - trees of all 

kinds and sizes and the splendor of 

the calming waters of Lake Ontario 

that are a part of the harbor that  

borders the Village of Sackets Harbor.  

Next, I walked to the other side of  

my apartment, and there outside my 

living room/dining room window were 

two monarch butterflies dancing and 

fluttering around in the warmth of the 

sunny day. (I am pretty sure the male 

was pursuing the female and she 

wasn’t having it, but it brought a smile 

to my face anyway!)  When I take the 

time to pause and look around me, I 

am never disappointed by the beauty 

that God provides and surrounds us 

with.  I am always reminded that no 

matter how dim things look, He is 

there to pick me up and keep me 

moving forward. I am also reminded 

of the phrase I came across a few 

years ago - “Just when the caterpillar 

thought his life was over, he became 

a butterfly.” I wish the monarch  

butterflies safe travels as they  

embark on their long journey south.   

I know God goes with them, and He 

has a plan for them! 
 

Sue Beaman 

As I was going through some cards I had saved, I discovered 

the following in a Christmas card that someone had sent me 

during COVID. 
 

O GOD, AS WE PAUSE (a hymn) 
(sung to tune of “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”) 

 

O God, as we pause from our usual ways, 

as millions stay home, as we count passing days, 

may we learn what matters - what really has worth. 

May we seek your reign as we live here on earth. 

May we find your blessings in small, common things; 

may we learn the joy that community brings. 

In loving our neighbors, in stopping to pray, 

may we know your presence in each passing day. 

God, may we reflect on a world that has changed -  

a world where our values have been rearranged. 

For those who once thought they could stand by themselves 

now value the workers who restock the shelves. 

As greed and injustice are being laid bare, 

may we build a nation that is loving and fair. 

God, give us the courage to change what we can, 

to work for the justice that’s part of your plan. 

So, turn us around, Lord, to make your world new. 

May we seek, in all things, to first follow you. 

In change and in sorrow may we seek your reign. 

O God, in our pausing, restore us again! 
 

(by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette as printed in 

May 2020 Presbyterian Outlook magazine) 
 

As we move forward, may these words  

always remind us what is important! 

 

ASBURY’S ANNUAL FALL RUMMAGE SALE 
 

Friday and Saturday, October 31st and November 1st 

 

8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. in Wesley Hall 
 

  Please leave donated items in Wesley Hall. 
 
 

    NO CLOTHES, COMPUTERS, OR PRINTERS! 
 

Contact Sue Snell (315-782-8235), if you would like to work on the sale. 

Autumn begins September 22nd 



 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

The Women of Grace Widow’s Fund is sponsoring a 
 

 
 

 

When:    Saturday, October 4, 2025   from 10 am to 2 pm 
Where:  Life Church of the Nazarene in Tink Chapel 

    535 Thompson Blvd. Watertown, NY.                     FREE lunch will be provided 
RSVP:    Cindy Oster by call or text :  (315) 408-2769 
 

What to bring:   Your own sewing machine and basic supplies.  Fabric and patterns will be provided.  
We welcome both new and experienced sewers.  There will also be tasks for non-sewers, so bring a 
pair of scissors and be a part of this important mission work! 
 

During the Sew-cial, you can learn how to make components of a PantiPlus washable menstrual kit. 
We will be focusing on the Panti this time, but we are willing to teach you the rest of the pack as 
well. These kits will travel to Malawi to be distributed to young girls next summer. 
 

          
      

Women of Grace Widow’s Fund is a two-fold mission,  
assisting women and girls in Malawi, Africa. 

 

Widows in rural Malawi have an extremely difficult life, often falling into deep poverty  
after the death of the husband.  In 2008, Women of Grace was founded to help the  
widows with critical health needs and housing assistance for them and their families.  
To provide a sustainable solution, including a source of income, the women were taught  
how to sew in 2016. Now they can build their own business and have enough money to pay 
for school fees for their children and other expenses.  
 

Teenage girls often miss up to a week of their high school education every month because they 
have no adequate way to manage their menstrual periods. (Often, they decide to drop out of 
school.)  By the summer of 2018, the widows were learning how to make washable menstrual kits 
(Panti-Packs) to be distributed to young girls.  Panti-Packs include a purse, panties, and  
pads so the girl can carry them to school with her and not miss learning. 

The deadline for articles for Asbury’s OCTOBER newsletter is Thursday, September 25, 2025.  
Please email articles and pictures to Sue Beaman at asburybeacon@gmail.com in WORD  
format or give them to Faith in the church office.   



September 2      William Lennon 

September 3      Susan Marino 

September 10    Michael Terrell 

September 13    Patricia Littell 

September 13    Scott Hodge 

Jeffrey and Kathryn Sero 
October 6, 2007 

 

Herbert and Deborah Van Houten 
October 12, 1985 

 

Chris and Cherrie Clark 
October 14, 2007 

 

Willy and Darlene Welbourn 
October 28, 1977 

 

Louis and Nancy Dolloway 
October 30, 1971 

 

James and Carol Wright 
October 30, 2009 

Michael and Karen Hill 
September 12, 1987 

 

Nathan and Sarah Lehman 
September 12, 2009 

 

Mark and Christine Sutton 
September 15, 1996 

 

Dr. Benjamin and Michelle Rudd 
September 23, 2006 

 

Richard and Helen Dundon 
September 26, 2009 

Pastor Michael baptizes Amanda Sue 

Marino with water on August 10, 2025, 

during 10:15 worship service, here at 

Asbury UMC.  

October 1      Gerald Tucker 

October 3      Mark Robinson 

October 6      Karen Hill 

October 9      Marianne Scott 

October 10    Eleanor Cerow 

October 10    Michael Rudd 

October 11    Greeta Bovee 

October 13    Myrtie Schilling 

 

 
 

The first choir rehearsal was on Thursday, Sept. 4th, 

at 6:15 p.m. in Asbury’s choir room. Choir will rejoin 

worship on Sunday, September 7th.  
 

Regular rehearsal takes place every Thursday at  

7:15 p.m. in the choir room. September 11th rehearsal 

will be at 6:15 p.m.  No rehearsal on September 18th 

due to Sight and Sound bus trip. 
 

If you are unable to attend the Thursday rehearsal  

and want to sing, you can come to the Choir  

Warm-Up, which takes place every Sunday at 9:30 

a.m. in the choir room.  

September 21    Lisa Sullivan 

September 22    Mark Smith 

September 26    Judy Cota 

September 27    Jean Marshall 

September 28    Susan Tague-Smith 

October 14    Orie Phillips 

October 14    Pam Quimby 

October 14    Cherrie Clark 

October 23    Catherine Mowers 

October 27    Abigail Patrick 

October 27    Andrew Rudd 

October 28    Kate Lamica 

October 29    Michelle Rudd 

   ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE 
 

               November 29, 1:00 p.m. 
                                           at First UMC, Watertown 

 

Only church members are eligible to vote at annual Church Conference 
 

Paperwork needs to be in the church office by September 20th! 

Daylight Saving time ends 
 

NOVEMBER 2, 2025 



ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

327 FRANKLIN STREET 
WATERTOWN, NY  13601 

315-782-3240 
E-Mail:  asburyumc.main@gmail.com 

Website: www.AsburyUMC.net 
www.Facebook.com/Asbury13601 

Address Service Requested 

Join us for  
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP at  

8:15 a.m.  and  10:15 a.m.  

 

 

No Matter Where You Are  
on Life’s Journey,  

You Are Welcome Here! 

Scan to visit 

Asbury’s  

website 

Asbury United Methodist Church 


