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THE VISION OF ASBURY 
 

To Form Disciples of Jesus Christ Who 
Empowered by The Holy Spirit, 

Love Boldly, Serve Joyfully, and Lead 
Courageously in Local Communities and 

Worldwide Connections. 
 

THE MISSION OF ASBURY 
 

To Inspire People of  all Generations to  
Love, Learn, and Lead Through  

Worship, Education, and Service. 
 

THE ASBURY MOTTO 
 

No Matter Where You Are on Life’s 
Journey, You Are Welcome Here! 

 

 
 
Dear Asbury Family,  
 

As we step into October, it amazes me how swiftly this year has moved. Nine months have come and gone, 
and yet through each day, God has proven himself faithful. Amen? Amen!  Soon, we will be having our  
annual Charge Conference and will vote on church leadership.  New leaders will be joining committees and 
serving as chairpeople.  Your prayers are appreciated as we still continue to seek leaders for key positions 
in the Asbury body, or as I like to refer to it, "Team Asbury."  
 

I want to pause and say, from my heart to yours - thank you. Thank you for your prayers, your service, your 
giving, and your steadfast love for this church. Together, we have seen answered prayers, new  
faces welcomed into our family, lives transformed by the gospel, and seeds of hope planted in our  
community.  This summer, we saw an increase in attendance that we haven’t seen in quite some time. 
Compared to 2024 numbers, our attendance on Sunday grew 32% in June, 27% in July, and 25% in August.  
 

Your weekly giving is appreciated and encouraged, as it helps us to support the various ministries we  
support, including our UMC connection through our Ministry Shares. As of this writing, we have received 
47.91%  of our requested conference giving.  We can do this, Asbury.  
 

As I reflect, I’m reminded of Philippians 1:3-6:  
“I thank my God every time I remember you… being confident of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  
 

God is not finished with us yet! There are new opportunities on the horizon - new people to reach, new 
ministries to grow, and deeper ways to serve our neighbors. I am excited to share more in the weeks 
ahead.  
 

Please continue to lift our church in prayer. Pray for continued unity, vision, and courage to follow  
wherever the Lord leads us next. Fall is here, and excitement is in the air! Let’s continue to keep our  
hearts open, our hands ready, and our eyes fixed on Jesus. Thank you for being such a vital part of this 
body.  I hope to see you at worship services and church events. 
 

I am grateful for you, and I can’t wait to see all that God will do in the months to come.  
 

With deep gratitude and hope, 
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THE VISION OF ASBURY 

 

To Form Disciples of Jesus Christ 

Who, Empowered by The Holy Spirit, 

Love Boldly, Serve Joyfully, and Lead  

Courageously in Local Communities 

and Worldwide Connections. 
 

THE MISSION OF ASBURY 
 

To Inspire People of All Generations  

to Love, Learn, and Lead  

Through Worship,  

Education, and Service. 
 

THE ASBURY MOTTO 
 

No Matter Where You Are on Life’s 

Journey, You Are Welcome Here! 

WE ARE FAMILY! 
 

For several weeks now I have been participating in a Bible study on  

“The Chosen”, a television series, written and directed by Dallas Jenkins. 

We are currently viewing the second season, and last week we viewed 

episode 3. “The Chosen” was meant to be a dramatization of who the  

disciples may have been and what their lives may have looked like.  

There is a round table after each episode where Dallas, a priest, a  

rabbi, and an ecumenical pastor and professor discuss the episode  

and it’s accuracy and what Dallas was trying to depict in that episode.  

In Season 2, episode 3, the disciples are sitting around a campfire at  

night discussing how they feel about Jesus, his teachings, and why they 

decided to follow him. Mary, mother of Jesus, talks about his birth and 

how she felt after the birth. She talks about how his birth was like any  

other baby’s birth. He needed to be cleaned and he was crying. She 

talked about how she didn’t think he would need her, but he was crying 

and he did need her. It made me think how we need each other, no  

matter how strong we are or how big or small our gifts are. The disciples 

all came from very different backgrounds and had different weaknesses 

and strengths, yet they had been chosen by Jesus to help him in his  

ministry, and they became a family. 
 

The last Downton Abbey movie came to the theater recently. As I was 

watching, I couldn’t help but think how the characters lives were  

intertwined despite their family position, class position, or their strengths 

or weaknesses. They cared for each other and grew to treat each other 

with respect and love. They became one big family, whether servant  

or member of the Crawley family.  
 

My children and grandchildren are a part of my biological family. We 

take care of each other. When one of us is down, the others rally around 

that family member. 
 

I worked in one place for over 25 years.  I grew to respect and love  

the people I worked with.  We always had each other’s backs and we  

became like family.  
 

We, as a church family, do the same. We welcome people into the fold, 

whether they are a member or a guest; and we care for them. 
 

No matter where we encounter “Family,” we are a part of God’s Family. 

We love and take care of each other. 

 

“No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!” 

 

WE ARE FAMILY!! 
 

“A new command I give you: Love one another.  

As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” 
      



Let's spread our light to the families of Watertown 

Saturdays,  

October 18th & 25th 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Zoo New York at 

Thompson Park 

Volunteers are needed. To 

sign up, call or text Amy at 

315-771-8387. 

 

Donations are needed of  

fun size Swedish Fish, Sour 

Patch Kids, Hershey bars,   

Goldfish, and small juice 

boxes. If you don't want to 

shop you can donate money. 

 

As we enter the Fall Season, we are excited to 
gather for all-church luncheons on  

October 5, November 9, & December 14.   
 

These meals are always a joyful time of food, fellowship, and 
friendship.  Bring a favorite dish to share if you’d like, but come 
either way.  There’s always more than enough to go around. 
 

Christian Connections Committee 



The ASBURY CHURCH COUNCIL met in February 2025 and April 2025 to develop a safety policy for  

Asbury.  Below is the policy that was adopted: 
 

ASBURY UMC SAFETY POLICY  
 Goal: To protect and maintain safety for Asbury congregants and staff.  
 

Sanctuary: Sunday Service: Ushers lock Franklin St. and Parker St. doors at 10:15 a.m.. 

Entry may be made at the Sterling Street door. Ushers monitor the Sterling Street door  

during the service. They direct any newcomers or congregants, throughout the service.  

If a threatening person appears, and does not willingly leave, it is suggested to use the 

panic button, (worn by the head usher), call 911, or pull the fire alarm for back up help. 

This will bring law enforcement and rescue crews. If an officer of the law enters, it  

is appropriate to ask for identification, to check badges, and ask for a warrant,  

(if appropriate). Officers will be asked to wait to approach, (wanted), subject until  

the service is over.  
 

Office and General Areas: If a threatening person will not leave, as requested, there are 

panic buttons located in the office, in the sanctuary (for organist’s only), in the little 

kitchen (upstairs), and one for the ushers. If you feel threatened, utilize a panic button, 

call 911, or pull the nearest fire alarm. If an officer of the law appears, you may confirm 

identification, note badges, inquire as to the purpose of the visit, and provide assistance 

as needed. It is highly recommended you carry a panic button with you when you are 

alone in the church, conducting a meeting, choir practice, bell rehearsal, etc. As noted 

above, a panic button is found in the little kitchen (upstairs). Please be certain to  

RETURN panic buttons after use. Fire alarms are located throughout the building, on  

all floors. It is suggested you familiarize yourself with these locations.  
 

  The Prayer Circle is a special group dedicated to gathering every Wednesday,  

  at 10:30 a.m., in the Parlor.  We are a support group not only for those we  

  pray for, but for each other. Last Wednesday after meeting, we enjoyed a  

  birthday lunch for Judy Cota at the Olive Garden. 
 

  At each meeting, the leader starts with  

  a prayer. Then each member requests  

  prayers for individuals or situations. 

These requests are written down and then prayed for. After this,  

we read a story of encouragement from the "Upper Room" or 

"Mornings With Jesus" and discuss it. We end each meeting with 

the Lord's Prayer. Everything discussed is confidential. 
 

You are invited to come anytime you feel the need to have a group pray for someone or something. God 

does answer prayers, especially when we ask!! 
 

                                               Susan Snell 



The deadline for articles for Asbury’s NOVEMBER newsletter is Thursday, October 23, 2025.  
Please email articles and pictures to Sue Beaman at asburybeacon@gmail.com in WORD  
format or give them to Faith in the church office.   

With the support of Asbury members, Adeline and Jaelah were able to enjoy 
and experience all that Camp Aldersgate in Brantingham, NY has to offer.  The 
girls are grateful!  If you are interested in supporting Aldersgate or a camper, 
or if you would like to experience Aldersgate and what it has to offer, contact 
Lynn Morgan, 315-493-2637. 

 

ASBURY’S ANNUAL FALL RUMMAGE SALE 
 

Friday and Saturday, October 31st and November 1st 

 

8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. in Wesley Hall 
 

  Please leave donated items in Wesley Hall. 
 
 

    NO CLOTHES, COMPUTERS, OR PRINTERS! 
 

Contact Sue Snell (315-782-8235), if you would like to work on the sale. 



The October 2025 BEACON is sponsored by Bruce and Lorraine Irwin. 

Our newsletter is a very important tool in helping us to  

communicate with and keep our Asbury family connected! 

Thank you Bruce and Lorraine for being our “BEACON ANGELS” for October. 

Jeffrey and Kathryn Sero 
October 6, 2007 

 

Herbert and Deborah Van Houten 
October 12, 1985 

 

Chris and Cherrie Clark 
October 14, 2007 

 

Willy and Darlene Welbourn 
October 28, 1977 

 

Louis and Nancy Dolloway 
October 30, 1971 

 

James and Carol Wright 
October 30, 2009 

October 1      Gerald Tucker 

October 3      Mark Robinson 

October 6      Karen Hill 

October 9      Marianne Scott 

October 10    Eleanor Cerow 

October 10    Michael Rudd 

October 11    Greeta Bovee 

October 13    Myrtie Schilling 

October 14    Orie Phillips 

October 14    Pam Quimby 

October 14    Cherrie Clark 

October 23    Catherine Mowers 

October 27    Abigail Patrick 

October 27    Andrew Rudd 

October 28    Kate Lamica 

October 29    Michelle Rudd 

   ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE 
 

               November 29, 1:00 p.m. 
                                           at First UMC, Watertown 
  

 Only church members are eligible to vote  
at annual Church Conference 

Daylight Saving time ends 
 

NOVEMBER 2, 2025 

November 1      John Cerow 

November 2      Lindsay Webb 

November 3      Tamara Klock 

November 8      Dale Scott 

November 12    Linda Bennett 

November 14    Martha Jablonski 

November 28    Darlene Town   

Dan and Lindsay Webb 
November 9, 2002 

 

Dr. Frank and Joanne Rhode 
November 19, 1983 

 

Dr. Grace Burke and Charles Mosley 
November 29, 1986 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK  
 

submitted by Max Bovee 
 

 

October 5:  Philippians 1:3  “I thank God every time I remember you.” 
 

October 12:  Philippians 4:9  “Whatever you have learned, received, or heard from me,  
     put it into practice.” 
 
October 19:  1 Thessalonians 4:11 “Mind your own business and work with your hands.” 
 

October 26:  1 Timothy 6:6 “Godliness with contentment is great gain.” 
 
 
November 2:  2 Timothy 2:1 “My son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ.” 



ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

327 FRANKLIN STREET 
WATERTOWN, NY  13601 

315-782-3240 
E-Mail:  asburyumc.main@gmail.com 

Website: www.AsburyUMC.net 
www.Facebook.com/Asbury13601 

Address Service Requested 

Join us for  
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP at  

8:15 a.m.  and  10:15 a.m.  

 

 

No Matter Where You Are  
on Life’s Journey,  

You Are Welcome Here! 

Scan to visit 

Asbury’s  

website 

Asbury United Methodist Church 


